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been endangered, by every supply we might have been tempted to afford in
support of the new," and the natives must have finally triumphed In our in-
ability to sustain the weight of our own ambition.
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9. To return to the point from which this digression had led me, I must
carry you back to the description above given of the situation in which I
found'your affairs on my arrival Two paths were evidently open to me:
the one' smooth, and strewed with abundance of rich advantages that might
easily, be pickt up: the other untrodden, and every step opposed with
obstacles. I might have taken charge of the Government upon the same foot-
ing, on which I found it, that is, I might have enjoyed the name of Governor,
and have suffered the honor, importance, and dignity of the post, to continue
in their state of annihilation; I might have contented myself, as others had
before rne, with, being a cypher, or what is little better, the first among sixteen
equals, and I might have allowed this passive conduct to be attended with
the usual douceur of sharing largely with the best of the gentlemen hi all
donations, perquisites, &c. arising from the absolute government, and dis-
posal of all places in the revenues of this opulent kingdom; by which means,
I might soon have acquired an immense addition to my fortune, notwith-
standing the obligations in the new covenants, for the man who can so easily
get over the bar of conscience, as to receive presents after the execution of
them, will not scruple to make use of any evasions that may protect him
from the consequence. The settlement in general would thus have been my
friends, and only the natives of the countrv my enemies. If vou can conceive
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a Governor in such a situation, it is impossible to form a wrong judgement
of the inferior servants, or of the Company's affairs, at such a Presidency.
An honorable alternative however lay before me.   I had the power within my
own breast, to fulfill the duty of my station by remaining incorruptible in
the midst of numberless temptations artfully thrown in my way, by exposing
my character to every attack which malice or resentment are so apt to invent
against any man who attempts reformation and by encountering of course
the odium of the settlement.   I hesitated not a moment which choice to make;
I took upon my shoulders a burthen which required resolution, perseverance,
and constitution to support.   Having chosen my part, I was determined to
exert myself in the attempt, happy in the reflection, that the honor of the
nation, and the very being of the Company would be maintained by the success,
and conscious that if I failed, niy integrity and good intentions at least must
remain unirnpeached.   The other members of the Committee joined with me
in opinion, that in order to proceed upon business, it was absolutely necessary
for us to assume the powers wherewith we were invested.   We saw plainly
that most of the gentlemen in Council had been too deeply concerned them-
selves in  the measures which required  amendment for us  to  expect any
assistance from them ; on the contrary, we were certain of finding opposition
to every plan of innovation, and an unanimous attempt to defeat the intentions
of the Proprietors who sollicited rny acceptance of the Government.   The Com-
mittee therefore, immediately met, and I had the happiness to find mysell
supported by gentlemen whom no temptations could seduce, no inconveniences,
or threats of malice deter.   Our proceedings will convince you, that we have
dared to act with firmness and integrity, and will at the same time demonstrate
that temper, unanimity and dispatch must ever mark the proceedings of men
unbiassed by private interest.